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Minutes of the Fall River Commission on Disability
Conference Call Meeting
Wednesday, April 8th, 2026
3:00 PM

        		Chairman Dennis Polselli called the meeting to order at 3:07 P.M

1. Chairman Dennis Polselli opened the meeting by reading the Open Meeting Law statement.

2. [bookmark: _Hlk210988210]Members Present: Chairman Dennis Polselli; Vice-Chairwoman Debbie Pacheco; Commissioner Lisa Silva; Commissioner Dan Robillard; Commissioner Ann O’Neil Souza; Commissioner Katie Driscoll

Others Present: Sandy Berube Health Department Clerk  

Members Absent: None
	
3. Public Input: No public input.

4. Approval of the minutes for the meeting of Wednesday, January 14th, 2026 

[bookmark: _Hlk201838084][bookmark: _Hlk201834340]Motion made by Commissioner Dan Robillard to Accept the minutes from the Commission on Disability meeting of Wednesday, January 14th, 2026 
Second: Commissioner Ann O’Neil Souza
All in favor; none opposed; Abstentions; 0


Motion made by Commissioner Dan Robilard to take the agenda out of order and move the scholarship voting item to the next item of business on the agenda and all other future voting items be moved to the top of the agenda on all agendas going forward. 
Second: Vice-Chairwoman Debbie Pacheco.
All in favor; none opposed; Abstentions; 0

5. Work Group Updates:

a. ADA Updates: 
1. CAM Training sponsored by the Fall River Commission on Disability Wednesday June 10 and Wednesday June 17 10-00 until 3-00 PM both days.
2. Abbot Court Sensory Playground.
3. Surveying Fall River Polling Places.

Chairman Dennis Polselli states that the ADA Improvement Grants have come out which cover any Title 2 related projects in any municipality in the city. Chairman Polselli has already contacted Mr. Mike Dion who is working with him on the Abbott Court Sensory Playground. This grant will be available as of May 1st. Chairman Polselli believes it is a six-week deadline.
Chairman Polselli then discusses how the ADA Work Group had a great meeting with Chief of Staff Anne O’Neil Souza. Something that came from this meeting was that they felt that all departments should be trained in CAM training and that they should take advantage of this training program. Our sponsorship days are Wednesday, June 10th and Wednesday, June 17th, 10a.m to 3p.m, both sessions. The second session is a continuation of the first so you must attend both for the complete training. The first part is more about the ADA law while the second discusses the Massachusetts architectural access laws as well as how to do a site inspection. This is free and all virtual. If those dates are not good for some people, they can go on the link to register and see other available dates.
Chairman Polselli shares that on May 5th the ADA Work Group as well as other city officials will be doing a tour of all the polling places. This request has come from the City Council. There has been some dissatisfaction with some of the new polling arrangements that were made as far as locations. In June they will finalize the polling places based on a letter that Mr. Ryan Lyons is working on regarding the changes and transition plan terms for the polling locations. 

b. [bookmark: _Hlk183077645]Policies: Vice-Chairwoman Debbie Pacheco: No updates at this time.

c. [bookmark: _Hlk199934854]Finance: (See Budget Report for January, February & March 2026)

d. Outreach: Proposal for allocating the amount for the Scholarship program for 2026 to be presented on Saturday May 16, 2026.

Chairman Dennis Polselli explains that five of the schools have responded and Bishop Stang will not be participating this year due to not having a recipient. Bristol Aggie has one recipient while Durfee, Diman, Argosy and Atlantis have two recipients totaling 9 recipients. There was a discussion in the Work Group about increasing the scholarship from last year’s amount of $2,000 per recipient to $4,000 since we have sufficient funds in the account.

Commissioner Dan Robillard makes a motion to allocate $36,000 for the 2026 scholarships being awarded by the Fall River Commission on Disability 
Second: Commissioner Lisa Silva.
3 in favor; 2 opposed; Abstentions; 1

Vice-Chairwomen Debbie Pacheco discusses that the Work Group did discuss this and that the commission felt as though they can provide more money this year, but she has concerns about changing the amounts every year and would prefer it to be a set amount like most organizations do. We may have the funds this year but may not in future years and if there is extra money that she would like to see it going to other possible things. She believes it would be fairer to past and future graduates. 
Commissioner Katie Driscoll asks if we have any information that is sent out in advance when students apply that states what the amount will be. She agrees with Vice-Chairwomen Pacheco that the amount should stay consistent, and the amount be available just in case people have a certain expectation when they apply. Chairman Polselli states that we had just approved the program policy last year. Commissioner Robillard states that there is no set dollar amount in the scholarship policy stating that each scholarship will be worth a certain amount. It is something that is fully within our discretion. Vice- Chairwomen explains that there is no applying for this scholarship and that we can share the policy for the scholarship program. All we require from the schools is that the guidance counselors identify a student who lives in Fall River that has a disability and has been accepted into a college.
Commissioner Robillard explains that the criteria for the scholarship amount were set about 5 or 6 years ago and we purposely did not want a committee and if there were to be a committee he would have moved to make this current commission the committee. By Massachusetts General Law the commissioners are in control of that money. We purposely didn’t want a committee due to being able to leave everything to the discretion of the guidance department or special ed coordinators. He thinks we should be able to decide each year how the money should be spent.

e. Website Work Group Updates:

Chairman Dennis Polselli discusses how Mr. Sam Mock who has been our web master who is currently a full-time teacher at Henry Lord will no longer be doing our website but will hold on to the website until we find someone. Once someone is found he will train them. Commissioner Polselli indicates that they have a lead and that himself and Commissioners Robillard and Driscoll will be meeting with Diman Regional Vocational High School’s Department of Web Development tomorrow and 1p.m. They have expressed interest in managing our website. If this works out, we will ask them to attend the next Commission on Disability meeting. This will be just in case we need to vote on a proposal and if any of the other commissioners have questions.
It is Commissioner Katie Drsicoll’s understanding that even though Mr. Mock has stepped back that he is still posting current minutes to the webpage until the new Webmaster is finalized. Commissioner Polselli states that Mr. Mock will continue on posting until we have someone trained.

6. Old Business: None at this time.

7. New Business: Any announcements from Commissioners

Commissioner Katie Drsicoll shares that on May 1st there is a Karen Force rally. Karen Force is part of the providers council that will be a multi-agency event. Community Connections is part of the co-sponsorship, People Incorporated and many other organizations across the Southcoast. This is the first time that Southcoast has had a regional event, and we invite legislators so that they can hear about the importance of the workforce. This is about advocacy for disability workforce in terms of equitable rates, loan repayment and forgiveness for the service workers in that industry. This event is open to the public and will be at White’s of Westport on May 1st. This event is typically in the morning, but Commissioner Driscoll will find out and confirm the time.

Chairman Dennis Polselli states that April is Autism Education month and that there are all types of educational activities that are available in April.

Commissioner Dan Robillard states that he has reached out to Director Rousseau of SRTA and is awaiting on a date to have him come to one of the Work Group meetings.

Next meeting will be Wednesday, May 13th, 2026, at 3:00 P.M. 

8. Adjournment at 3:13 P.M

Motion made by Commissioner Dan Robillard to adjourn
[bookmark: _Hlk206598075]Second: Commissioner Katie Driscoll
All in favor; none opposed; Abstentions; 0
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