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Minutes of the Fall River Commission on Disability
Conference Call Meeting
Wednesday, September 17th, 2025
3:00 PM

        		Chairman Dennis Polselli called the meeting to order at 3:02 P.M

1. Chairman Dennis Polselli opened the meeting by reading the Open Meeting Law statement.

2. Members Present: Chairman Dennis Polselli; Commissioner Lisa Silva; Commissioner Dan Robillard; Commissioner Ann O’Neil Souza; Commissioner Katie Driscoll

Others Present: Sandy Berube Health Department Clerk 

Members Absent: Vice-Chairwoman Debbie Pacheco 
	
Motion made by Commissioner Dan Robillard to take the agenda out of order 
[bookmark: _Hlk209607065]Second: Commissioner Lisa Silva
All in favor; none opposed; Abstentions; 0

3. Public Input: No public input.

4. Approval of the minutes for the meeting of Wednesday, August 13th, 2025 

[bookmark: _Hlk201838084][bookmark: _Hlk201834340]Motion made by Commissioner Dan Robillard to Accept the minutes from the Commission on Disability meeting of Wednesday, August 13th, 2025. 
Second: Commissioner Ann O’Neil Souza
All in favor; none opposed; Abstentions; 0

5. Election of Officers for 2025-2026

a. Chair.

Motion made by Commissioner Ann O’Neil Souza to reappoint Dennis Polselli as the Chair of the Commission on Disability.
 Second: Commissioner Lisa Silva
 All in favor; none opposed; Abstentions; 0

b. Vice-Chair.

Motion made by Commissioner Ann O’Neil Souza to reappoint Debbie Pacheco as the Vice Chair of the Commission on Disability.
 Second: Commissioner Dan Robillard 
 All in favor; none opposed; Abstentions; 0

c. Clerk.

Motion made by Chairman Dennis Polselli to reappoint Lisa Silva as the Clerk of        the Commission on Disability.
     Second: Commissioner Ann O’Neil Souza
     All in favor; none opposed; Abstentions; 0

6. Work Group Updates:

a. ADA Updates: 
	
Chairman Dennis Polselli explains that he will be speaking with Jeff Dugan who has                 agreed to have the Commission host CAM training in 2026 via zoom. This will be a cost-free training. Mr. Polselli indicates that once we get closer to the date he will reach out to city departments so that they can take advantage of this great opportunity. It is spread out so that there will be one day of training one week and then the second would be another week instead of two consecutive days like it was in the past. Mr. Polselli also states that he believes this training is the most dignified way to train people about disabilities as well as explaining how people with disabilities get around and what the requirements are. 

Mr. Polselli states that he heard from the Mass Office of Disability that there weren’t any Improvement Grants that were submitted from the City of Fall River this year. He also states that there is no truth in the fact that you must wait a year to submit for an ADA Improvement Grant.

b. [bookmark: _Hlk183077645]Policies: Vice-Chairwoman Debbie Pacheco: No updates at this time.

c. [bookmark: _Hlk199934854]Finance: (See Budget Report for August 2025) 

A vote on funds for the 2026 Scholarship Event Saturday, May 16th, 2026

Motion made by Commissioner Dan Robillard to allocate $8,000 for all items for the 2026 Scholarship Event except for the scholarships themselves which will come with a separate allocation vote at a later date.
       Second: Commissioner Ann O’Neil Souza
       All in favor; none opposed; Abstentions; 0

d. Outreach:

[bookmark: _Hlk209685430]Chairman Dennis Polselli indicates that there is one person transferring to another institution in January.

7. Old Business: No updates at this time.

8. New Business:  Next meeting will be Wednesday, October 8th, 2025, at 3:00 P.M. 

Chairman Dennis Polselli explains that Keith Thibault who hosts channel 95 Community Fall River Media discusses where people can get information about candidates for the election. Channel 95, Frmedia.org/election2025 has all the information, videos, biographies and more about current candidates. This includes information for anyone running for Mayor, City Council and School Committee.

9. Adjournment at 3:20 P.M

Motion made by Commissioner Dan Robillard to adjourn
[bookmark: _Hlk206598075]Second: Commissioner Lisa Silva
All in favor; none opposed; Abstentions; 0
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