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Cathy Assad Playground
Background
Cathy Assad Playground is located at 18 Wamsutta Street. Amenities include a basketball court, a playground and benches. On-street parking is available around the park.

Key Accessibility Issues
Accessible Routes

Accessibility issues include lack of maintenance on the sidewalks around the park (Massasoit Street) and lack of an accessible route that connects all amenities in the park (basketball court, playground, benches, etc.). 

Area of Sports Activity

Accessibility issues include the lack of compliant accessible routes to the area of sport activity (basketball court) and excessive slope at the basketball court (Quequechan Street side). Also, the basketball court is not maintained in operable, working condition.
Playground

The major accessibility issue is the lack of an accessible route to and around the playground. Also of concern is the lack of an accessible route to each play component in the playground and lack of an accessible route to the swing set. 

Note: The Massachusetts Architectural Access Board (MAAB) does not consider engineered wood fiber (EWF) to comply with its regulation requiring an accessible route to each play component and around the playground.

Order of Magnitude Cost Estimates
· Provide an accessible route that connects all amenities in the park: $3,000
· Provide an accessible route to and around the playground: $6,912

· Provide accessible surfaces around and under play components (poured-in-place rubber): $10,060
Total: $19,972*
*Cost to resurface basketball court is not included.
Best Practice and Inclusive Design Recommendations
Best practice and inclusive design recommendations include elements that are not required in the standards but may create enhanced experiences for all users.
· Recommend updating the website and the sign in the park to reflect the correct name of the park. 
· IHCD strongly recommends exploring the possibility of an alternative surface to engineered wood fiber (EWF).  Overtime, EWF requires continuous maintenance to ensure that the surface is maintained in operable working condition (stable, firm and slip resistant). In addition, when used in combination with other surfaces required for accessible routes to play components in Massachusetts, it will present a challenge to prevent level changes at the transition points between EWF and other surfaces, and to keep the accessible routes clear of EWF.
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