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Minutes of the Fall River Commission on Disability
Conference Call Meeting
Wednesday, June 8th, 2022
3:30 PM

        Chairman Dennis Polselli called the meeting to order at 3:33pm

1. Chairman Dennis Polselli opened the meeting by reading the Open Meeting Law statement.

2. Members Present: Chairman Dennis Polselli; Commissioner Dan Robillard; Commissioner Lisa Silva; Commissioner Ann O’Neil-Sousa

Others Present: Sandy Berube Health Department Clerk

Members Absent: Vice-Chairwoman Debbie Pacheco and Attorney Gary Howayeck ESQ, ADA Coordinator

3. Public Input: No public input.

4. Approval of the minutes for the meeting of  Wednesday, May 11th, 2022

Motion made by Commissioner Dan Robillard to accept the minutes from the Commission on Disability meeting from Wednesday, May 11th, 2022 
Second: Commissioner Lisa Silva
All in favor; None opposed; Abstentions; 0

Motion made by Commissioner Dan Robilard to take the Agenda out of order to do all voting items first
Second: Commissioner Lisa Silva
All in favor; None opposed; Abstentions; 0

Commissioner Dan Robilard was able to talk with Kathy Mcgovern concerning last year’s Scholarship luncheon. There will be three items to vote on which are the Date/Day, time and the allocation of a one hundred dollar deposit to mark a spot for next year. The dates that are suggested are Saturday June 3rd or Saturday June 10th. Times are 11a.m, 12p.m, or 1p.m.

Motion made by Dan Robilard to have the 2023 Fall River Disability Scholarship Event on Saturday June 3rd, 2023 at a time to be determined at Mcgovern’s Restaurant located at 310 Shove St, Fall River, MA.
Second: Commissioner Ann O’Neil Souza
All in favor; none opposed; Abstentions; 0

Motion made by Dan Robilard to amend the vote on the floor to include a one hundred dollar deposit to Mcgovern’s Restaurant 
Second: Commissioner Ann O’Neil Souza
All in favor; none opposed; Abstentions; 0

5. Guest Presenter: SGT Kevin Dolan Fall River Police Department: Annual Report on the Disability Parking Enforcement Program. 

Guest Presenter Sgt Kevin Dolan explains how every year he picks three sample reports that where generated with the officers that handle the handicapped enforcement.

Report 1 - One of the officers were walking through the Walmart parking lot on Quequechan St looking for vehicles that where parked in the posted handicapped spaces. While looking the officer found a red Honda Pilot with a Massachusetts registration that had a handicapped plaque. The officer realized that the handicap plaque was expired, so the vehicle was then issued a parking tag. The officer then returned to the cruiser and ran the placard number and it came up that the owner was a Cheryl party from Westport, Massachusetts. He then ran the registration of the vehicle and it came back as a party named Jody Ann from Somerset. The officer then did an internet search and found out that Cheryl had passed away years prior. So the officer then waited in his cruiser for 19mins as he observed several people walk up to the Honda Pilot and get in the vehicle. He then approached the vehicle and spoke with the person in the driver’s seat. The operator of the vehicle was identified as Jody Ann the registered owner of the vehicle. He inquired about the placard and who owned it so Jody stated that it was her mothers. The officer asked to have the plaque in his hand and explained that it was expired. He asked her where her mother was and she said home. As she handed the officer the placard he asked what name was on the placard and Jody hesitated and said that she didn’t know. He then asked if she knew a Cheryl with that last name and she said no. The officer explained that the placard belonged to the Cheryl party and that she had passed away. The operator then stated that her mother found the placard and that they figured that they could use it in their vehicle while her mother kept her own placard. She could not state when or where the placard was found. So the officer on top of the parking ticket also issued her a citation for improper use of a handicapped placard.

Report 2 – In January of this year one of the officers assigned to the detail was in the parking lot of stop and shop on Mariano s Bishop Blvd doing the same, checking for vehicles that were parked in handicapped spaces. While checking an expired placard, he saw a male enter the vehicle that was parked in the posted handicap space in front of the officer. The man removed the placard and started the vehicle. So the officer then approached the male who was then identified as Steven. He inquired about the placard and asked to see it and he then said that it belonged to his wife. The officer then asked where his wife was and he stated that she was in the store and that he was going to pull up front to get her. He asked to see the placard and once he had it in his hand he verified that the placard belonged to a party named Linda. The officer asked him then to go get his wife so that he could verify that she was inside and he said that she should be inside. The officer then asked again if his wife was really inside or that he was just lying. The male stated that she was inside the store but that maybe his daughter picked her up and that she was home. The officer returned to the cruiser to get his phone. As the officer walked back to the car the gentlemen quickly hung up the phone and said that he had just spoke to his wife he provided the officer with her phone number. So the officer called the female and identified himself. She had then identified herself as Linda the owner of the placard. The officer then asks her if she had been in Stop and Shop and she said no that she was sick at home, he asked she was with her husband Steve and she said no she had been home. He then thanked her and hung up the phone. The officer then issued Steve the parking ticket and citation for improper use of a handicap placard.

Report 3 – In May, the officer of the handicapped parking patrol was on a motorcycle in the South Coast market place to check for vehicles that were parked on the handicapped spaces. He pulled up alongside of a black Nissan Maxima with Massachusetts registration and saw two vehicles in the vehicle with a placard hanging from the mirror. He also noticed that this placard had been expired in 2020. As he shut the motorcycle off, he noticed that the driver quickly removed the placard upon seeing him. The officer asked the female driver who identified as Summa where the placard was and she reached down to the console area and produced the placard that been expired since 2020. The picture on the placard belonged to a party named Renee. He then asked Summa who the placard belonged to and she said her grandfather. He asked where he was and she stated he was in the store, so he then says which store and she giggled and said she didn’t know which one. The officer then asks her for the phone number so he can could contact him or she could just be honest and tell him that he isn’t with them. The female then giggle some more and stated that he wasn’t with them. The officer then handed her a parking tag and a citation for improper use of a handicapped space.

Mr. Dan Robilard confirms with Sgt. Dolan that the citation amount for improper use of a placard is $505 and an additional $200 parking ticket is given as well. He also asks Sgt. Dolan what happens to the placard when it is taken by the officer and he confirmed that it gets delivered to the Registry Medical Affairs Division as with a copy of the police report, copy of the citation, and a copy of the parking tag. The two current officers that are assigned to this program are Officer John Riley and Peter Cummings.

 Mr. Dennis Polselli asks if blocking of curb ramps is also a violation 30. Sgt. Dolan explains that it is the same violation as parking in a handicapped place.

6. Work Group Updates:

a. ADA Updates: 

Dennis Polselli explains that there’s a lot of ongoing things going on. The workgroup has been meeting with the signaling division of the Fall River Police department concerning audible pedestrian signals. They have been meeting with the new Decam Director concerning sidewalks and curb ramps. They also have met with the new city administrator to talk about using Arbor funds for some of the disability and access related programs and enforcement in the city’s safety issues such as sidewalk, curb ramps and signals.

b. Policies: Commission Vice-Chair Debbie Pacheco: No Updates at this time

c. Finance: ( See Budget Report for May, 2022)       

d. Outreach: Review of Scholarship Luncheon 

Ms. Lisa Silva expresses that she felt the luncheon went well, food was good, people where happy the kids enjoyed themselves. She does mention that she would also be open to trying the brunch next year. Mr. Robilard and Mr. Polselli agree that everything went well. 


7. Old Business: No updates at this time

8. New Business: Next Meeting Wednesday August 10th, 2022 3:30P.M. 

9. Adjournment at 4:12 P.M

Motion made by Commissioner Dan Robillard to adjourn
Second: Commissioner Ann O’Neil-Souza
All in favor; none opposed; Abstentions; 0

       Documents Distributed
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       Minutes from the meeting of May 11th, 2022
       Budget Report for May 2022
       


ADA Coordinator:  Gary P. Howayeck, Esq.  508-324-2650

One Government Center  Fall River, MA 02722  Tel (508) 324-2410

image1.jpeg
FALL RIVER





